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MVS merger heads list of major NJDOT changes 


On July 22 Motor Vehicle Services ¢ The MVS Communication Office Over the next 90 days there will be 
(MVS) began to operate as a unit of the will report to the NJDOT Director of physical moves resulting from these 
Department of Transportation under the Communications; a Public Information mergers. The NJDOT and MVS corre- 
direction of Assistant Commissioner/ Office will be retained at DMV. spondence units, combined into the 
Director C. Richard Kamin. ¢ The MVS Special Projects Office will Bureau of Correspondence reporting to the 

Chris Kniesler, Deputy Director of be absorbed into the new NJDOT Office NJDOT Director of Communications, 
MVS; Arthur Biggs, Customer Services; of Technologies/ITS. will be located at 22 West State Street, 
Donald Henry, Driver Control and ¢ All MVS administrative and financial Trenton. 

Regulatory Affairs; and Jeanne Paulsen, areas have been absorbed into NJDOT Further assignments will be made 
Information and Systems Management units reporting to the Assistant Commis- upon completion of the MVS merger and 
continue to report to Kamin. sioner of Finance and Administration. other managerial assessments. 


“ Throughout the merging with DMV, 
our goal has been to streamline our 
functions to make the consolidated 
Department more efficient which has led 
to changes both in both agencies,” said 


Changes in Planning and Development 
Due to the resignation of Assistant Commissioner Patricia Zedalis on July 15, all of 

the Planning and Peet units will be temporarily reassigned to other areas. 

The reassignments are: 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson. As part Suburban Mobility Transportation Systems Planning 
of this effort, the following organizational Regulatory Affairs Aeronautics and Freight Systems 
coordinations were announced: Transportation Data Technologies Finance and Administration 


¢ The MVS Legislative Analysis 
Office and Coordinator will report to 
the NJDOT Assistant Commissioner of 


_ Project Planning and Development Design and Right of Way 
Capital Programming and Management Design and Right of Way 
Deputy Assist. Commissioner of 


External and Governmental Affairs. Planning and Development External and Governmental Affairs 
¢ The MVS Internal Audit Office will __ Transportation Systems Planning External and Governmental Affairs 
report to the NJDOT Inspector General. : Technology/ITS _ External and Governmental Affairs 


Governor Whitman signs bill 
to renew Transportation Trust Fund 


Governor Christie Todd Whitman move forward with transportation invest- 
joined with legislative, business and ments that will serve residents for decades 
transportation leaders as she signed the to come,” Transportation Commissioner 
New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund bill | Frank J. Wilson said. “The highway and 
into law on May 30, renewing the multi- bridges constructed in the 1950s and 
billion dollar source of funding for 1960s need rebuilding and replacement 
highway and public transit construction and the renewed trust fund will allow this 
projects. The construction site for NJ vital work to go forward.” 
TRANSIT’s new Secaucus Transfer Wilson noted that the NJDOT also is 
served as a backdrop for the ceremonies. working with new technology to ease 
The renewed trust fund will provide congestion for motorists. 
$3.5 billion in state funding over the next “Computerized traffic signals are 
five years. The renewed trust fund will already helping to reduce congestion and 
allow hundreds of transportation projects | more of this “Smart Highway’ technology 
to be built, generating an estimated will be funded through the trust fund,” 
250,000 construction jobs. Wilson noted. 
The renewed trust fund boosts funding Congestion relief also will be achieved 
for local road and bridge projects from through the revitalization of the state’s 
$100 million to $130 million annually, in _— public transit system. : 
addition to funding work on the state’s “We're moving from bringing a Governor Christine Todd Whitman signs the 
2,300 miles of highway and NJ Transit’s patchwork of rail lines back from the brink trust fund legislation flanked by Assembly 
bus and rail network. into forging a unified system through the Speaker Garabed "Chuck" Haytaian, 
“The 21st century begins today, as we —_ construction of new links and connec- Commissioner Frank J. Wilson and other 
(Continued on page 2) officials. 
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Governor announces $20.5 million in transportation grants 


Governor Christie Whitman announced 
$20.5 million in transportation grants that 
will fund more than 100 projects across 
New Jersey, including grants to towns and 
counties for road and bridge repairs and 
also for non-traditional transportation 
enhancements. 

Whitman announced the grants on July 
10, at the former Central Railroad of New 
Jersey terminal in Elizabeth. The city of 
Elizabeth will receive $750,000 through 
the three-year-old Transportation En- 
hancements program to create a pedestrian 
plaza between the historic terminal and the 
active NJ Transit station on the Northeast 
Corridor rail line. The plaza is the key 
component in a larger redevelopment 
effort in midtown Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth is also receiving $175,000 
for streetscape improvements under a new 
grant program that focuses exclusively on 
urban centers. 

“The needs of our towns and counties, 
determined on the local level, are being 
met through funding programs such as 
these,” Whitman said. “The revitalization 


efforts underway here in Elizabeth 
illustrate how the state is working in 
partnership with community leaders to 
produce positive change.” 

Commissioner Frank J. Wilson noted 
that more than 244 applications were 
received under the federally-funded 
Transportation Enhancements program. 
This year, 29 projects are being funded at 
$12 million. 

The enhancement projects include 
creation of bicycling and pedestrian trails, 
a canal restoration project and preserva- 
tion of a lighthouse, among others. 

Under the discretionary aid to counties 
and municipalities program, a total of 84 
projects valued at $7.6 million are being 
funded. Local road and bridge projects are 
funded through grants provided via the 
state Transportation Trust Fund. 

The Governor also announced $1 
million in grants to seven urban centers 
under a new state-funded program. The 
projects funded support development 
plans consistent with growth management 
policies and goals in the State Develop- 


A Motor Carrier inspection crew checks a bus in the Six Flags Great Adventure parking lot. 


Inspectors put the brakes on bus violations 


NJDOT bus inspectors can now give buses the once over by getting under the 


roadway behemoths. 


Buses now drive onto new portable ramps when pulled over for random roadside 
inspections. This allows NJDOT personnel to check brakes and other critical under- 
side components during highway stops. Previously, inspectors could only examine 
components that are visible by a “walking around” inspection. 

“We’re seeing things that we couldn’t inspect before, such as brakes, suspension, 
the exhaust system,” said Vince Schultze, Chief of the Motor Carrier Inspection Unit. 
“As a result, we’re finding a 40 to 45 percent failure rate compared to 10 percent 


before.” 


A bus that has a major safety defect is placed out of service and cannot be used to 
transport passengers until repairs are made and the bus is re-inspected. 

The new portable ramp set cost $7,500. NJDOT bus inspectors work along major 
highways such as the Garden State Parkway and Atlantic City Expressway and at 
seasonal destinations such as the Six Flags Great Adventure amusement park. 


ment and Redevelopment Plan. 

The urban centers receiving grants are 
Dover (Morris County), Elizabeth, Millville, 
Newton, Trenton, Vineland and Woodstown. 
Downtown district improvements, including 
new sidewalks, lighting and signage, are 
among the projects being funded. 


Al Driver retires 


A friendly and helpful veteran of the 
Department’s Headquarter Complex, Al 
Driver, Supervisor of Mails, retired on 
June 30, 1995 after 30 years of service. 

For most of his 30-year career, Al 
supervised the operation of the 
Department’s Mail Room. 

“T’ll miss the people here the most,” Al 
said. ““ When I started here, we were 
called the Highway Department. These 
past 30 years have brought so many 
changes to the Department, but the thing 
that always remained constant was the 
wonderful people. It will be hard to say 
goodbye.” 

Al will join his brother fulltime in their 
building maintenance company. 


Trust Fund 


tions,” the commissioner noted. “That will 
reduce congestion and improve air quality.” 
The trust fund provides matching funds 
to federal transportation grants for major 
construction projects and rail and bus 
purchases. Originally created in 1984, the 
fund has generated $6.5 billion to date. 
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Submissions to Transporter 


Submission of story ideas or items for 
the PEOPLE column may be sent to the 
address below. Please include your title, 
unit and office phone number. 
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Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
Director Alyn Ackermann 
The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Main 
Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
2121. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Gerald Guarnieri, Page Editor; 
Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; 
John Dourgarian, Bob McHugh and Jeff 
Lamm, Contributors; Kathleen Callahan and 
Judi Tessein, Support Staff. 
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Milestones 


Angela Sperrazza has been named 
Acting Director of Human Resources. She 
returns to Human Resources following an 
assignment as special assistant to Com- 
missioner Frank J. Wilson. 

Fred H. Heery, Principal Engineer, 
Region IV Maintenance, has received a 
Master of Civil Engineering degree in 
Transportation Engineering from 
Villanova University. 

Kathleen M. Immordino, a former 
NJDOTer and wife of Howard 
Immordino, Planning; has been named 
Assistant Commissioner for Policy and 
Planning at the Department of Personnel. 

Raymond J. Colanduoni, has been 
named Manager, Bureau of Facilities 
Planning and Engineering in the Division 
of Support Services. 


Bundles of joy 


Communications staffer Deb 
Pogorzelski, and husband, James, wel- 
comed their first child, 9 lb. 1 oz., James 
David on June 21. 

Security Officer Ricky White, Sr., 
and his wife, Deadra, became the proud 
parents of a girl, Shavon. 

Janice DeJohn, Executive Assistant II, 
Planning and Development and husband, 


Tony announce that their son Nicky now 
has a baby sister, 8 lb. 3 oz., Danielle 
Marie, who was born on April 19. 

Roseanne Corrigan, Secretarial 
Assistant, Budget and Management 
Support and husband, Charles, welcomed 
the arrival of 9 Ib. 2 0z., Julia who joined 
brother Justin in the Corrigan household 
on May 14. 

John McCleerey, Principal Engineer, 
Region II Design and wife, Kristin, are 
celebrating the arrival of 7 lb. 8 oz., John 
Frederick Jr. who was born on June 2. 

Karen Abbott Cooper, Sr. Engineer, 
and husband, Chris Cooper, Principal 
Drafting Technician, both with Region II 
Design, welcomed a 7 Ib. 6 oz. boy, 
Zachary Abbott, on June 9. 

Barbara Fisher, Principal Engineer, 
Region II Design and husband Richard are 
the proud parents of 6 Ib. 12 oz. Kyle 
Richard who was born May 14. 

Atul Shah, Principal Engineer, Region 
II Design and wife, Priti are the proud 
parents of 8 Ib. 10 oz. TeJas Atul, born 
May 4. 


Wedded bliss 


Stacy Tenaglia, formerly with Account- 
ing, and daughter of J. Joseph Tenaglia, 
Project Engineer, was married to Ken 
Pankotai on May 28. 


Obituaries 


Clifford McKinnon, Sr., 70, died 
May 27. He retired in 1983 as a Senior 
Building Maintenance Worker after 14 
years with NJDOT. He is survived by his 
wife, Eunice, a son and two daughters, 
three grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren. 

Margaret Anderson Hart, 86, who 
retired in 1971 from the Division of 
Accounting after 40 years of service, died 
June 8. She is survived by her daughter, 
Barbara, three grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Anna P. Meszaros, 78, died June 13. 
She joined the Department as a Clerk in 
1953 and retired in November 1978 as a 
Principal Engineering Aide. She is 
survived by two daughters, six grandchil- 
dren and four great-grandchildren. 

Robert J. Buffin Sr., 52, who began 
as a clerk and retired as a Project Engi- 
neer Construction after 31 years with the 
Department, died June 27. He is survived 
by a son and daughter and four grandchil- 
dren 

Stephen N. Maida, 66, retired as an 
Auditor II after 43 years of state service, 
died May 11. He is survived by his wife 
Dorothy, a son and daughte and four 
grandchildren. 


Thanks 


Nancy Joe Dombrowski, widow of 
Mark Dombrowski, a 40-year old Heavy 
Equipment Operator who died in March, 
thanks friends and co-workers for their 
kindness, caring and support during his 
illness. 


Havran retires from Human Resources 


_ Natalie P. Havran retired June 30 as 
‘Director, Human Resources. As she 
packed the last of the awards and other 

memorabilia acquired over 25 years of 
| public service, she reminisced about her 
career. 
Havran began as a business teacher 
-in Mount Holly and than joined the 
former Civil Service Department as an 
instructor, working her way up to 
| Supervisor of Hearings and Appeals and 
| later Executive Assistant. She trans- 
ferred to NJDOT in July 1979 as 
Director of Personnel. 
_ “There were very few professional 
women in top level positions in state 
government when I was invited to 


interview for the NJDOT position,” she 


said. “I had six individual interviews 
with the assistant commissioners and 


é senior staff, e! guess they felt it was a bit 


risky to hire a woman with only seven 
years in government.” 

“I’ve met some wonderful people and 
made some dear friends at NJDOT,” she 
said. “I am proud that we were recog- 
nized as having one of the best human 
resources divisions in state government. 
We were singled out because of programs 


Havran packs 
25 years of 
her memories. 


like the Sick Leave Reduction and Sick 
Leave Injury efforts and our extensive 
training programs. In the 1980s we 
were among the first to run assessment 
training programs.” 

Havran is proud of her service on 
several statewide task forces including 
the Cabinet Task Force on Human 
Relations and the Governor’s Manage- 
ment Review Commission. But she 
carries with her the painful memories of 
several layoffs she had to organize. 

“T managed to pursue my career and 
still be a fulltime mom to my daughters 
Beth and Courtney,” she said. And her 
professional life will continue. 

“TJ am not the kind of person to really 
retire, I am going into a partnership 
with John Dando who was my counter- 
part at NJ TRANSIT. We will be doing 
training, counseling and head hunting.” 


Lodi chemical explosion and fire challenge Region Il forces 


An early-morning explosion at a 
chemical plant in Lodi challenged Region 
II Maintenance forces and gave Traffic 
Operations North its first real test of its 
disaster-fighting capabilities. 

“The first call came about 8 a.m. from 
the Bergen County Police, alerting us to 
the problem,” said John Gahwyler of 
Traffic Operations North. “Twenty 
minutes later they called again, this time 
requesting arrow boards, variable message 
signs and cones to assist in re-routing 
traffic from the area.” 

The plant that was burning was 
reported to contain some 1,400 different 
chemicals. Its location on the Saddle River 
posed a potential environmental disaster. 

Maintenance crews 211 from Ramsey, 
213 from Lodi and 219 from Secaucus 
were mobilized to assist the police and fire 
fighters. 

120 tons of sand were used to dike the 
river to assist fire fighters in pumping 
water and to redirect 1.5 million gallons of 
contaminated water into chemical sewer 
drains and not down river. 

As the Friday, April 21 rush hour 
reached its peak, Route 46 had to be 
closed in both directions and message 
boards warning of the problem were 
activated. 

The Operations Center then contacted 
Mike Pilsbury of the MAGIC construction 
on Route 17 and Warren Vincentz on I-80 
to alert them to the possible need to re- 
open lanes to relieve congestion. The 


word was also passed to motorists on the 
Parkway, Turnpike and the George 
Washington Bridge. 

Route 46 re-opened in time for the 
evening rush. However, Main Street in 
Lodi remained closed and NJDOT crews 
stood by throughout the weekend render- 
ing assistance as more than 600 fire 
fighters battled the stubborn blaze. 

In a letter to Al Ari, Region II Execu- 
tive Director, John M. Schmidig, Execu- 
tive Officer of the Bergen County Police, 
praised the NJDOT Crews who worked 
side by side with them. The letter singles 
out the efforts of John Gahwyler, Senior 


Engineer, Traffic Operations North and 
the three Crew Supervisors, Joseph 
DeVita, Crew 213; Michael DeVita, Crew 
211 and David Lortz, Crew 219 for 
“demonstrating the highest level of 
professionalism and cooperation during 
the incident.” 

Bob Cassiello, NJDOT Occupational 
Safety Consultant, Support Services and 
volunteer Lodi Emergency Management 
Coordinator also praised the work of the 
maintenance crews. “It made my job 
easier knowing that equipment was readily 
available and shifting traffic would not be 
a probiem,” he said. 


Michael DeVita, Crew 211; David Lortz, Crew 219; John Gahwyler, Traffic Operations 
North and Joseph DeVita, Crew 213 on a Saddle River bridge near the fire site. 


NJDOT daughters attend Governor’s event 


Lisa Marie Rezner, HQ, F&A; Ashley 
Allen, Jessica Newman, Shital Patel 
and Blair Whittaker, HQ, E&O; 


In addition to those who partici- 
pated in the regional observances of 
“Take Your Daughters To Work” in 
April, these girls represented 
NJDOT at the Governor’s event: 
Alicia Buchanan, Lisa Neuls and 


Siegwarth, Region 3, Freehold; 
Amy Patton and Stacy Patton, 
Region 4, Mt. Laurel; Christine 
Silvestrov, HQ, Legislative Analy- 
sis; Kathleen Toth, HQ, Prelimi- 
nary Engineering. 


Lauren Dilts, HQ, Fernwood; Lauren 
A. Streeter, Region 1, Clinton; Natalie 
A. Hall, Region 2, Newark; Erin M. 
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